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(Developments in International Law): 

The purpose of this volume is dual. The first is to provide information about the question of the role that doctrines and 
practices of international law have played in the emergence and persistence of the phenomenon of socio-cultural 
fragmentation, and therefore of inter-group conflict, within African states. The second is to provide original thought 
about the ways in which, prompted by the emergent turn in our time to minority and group rights, international law 
and multilateral African states have begun the long journey toward modifying those doctrines and practices that have 
led to such unfortunate results, and have thereby begun to make very valuable contributions to the effort to prevent 
and/or reduce the incidence of inter-group strife in specific African contexts. The book is not, however, limited in 
scope by its utilisation of Africa as a case study. The book's core is based on analysis of traditional and contemporary 
international legal doctrines and practices, their effects in specific contexts, as well as on the role of multilateral 
institutions in the prevention of internecine conflict within established states. It is hoped that, with the use of African 
states as case studies, the book will be a contribution to the advancement of scholarly knowledge regarding the general 
question of the relationship among the doctrines of international law, the activities of multilateral institutions, and the 
management of the problems of fragmentation and internecine strife within established states the world over. This 
volume is relevant to international lawyers, specialists in international politics, diplomats, theorists, minority and 
group rights scholars, historians, and human rights activists in general. It is particularly relevant to the African studies 
specialist, the statesman and the diplomat.

'"This one makes a noteworthy addition to the philosophical literature because of its emphasis on tradional norms as 
applied to the African Continent."' "ASIL Newsletter, July 2000."'This one makes a noteworthy addition to the 
philosophical literature because of its emphasis on tradional norms as applied to the African Continent.' ASIL 
Newsletter, July 2000. 


