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Mariana Valverde : Everyday Law on the Street: City Governance in an Age of Diversity (Chicago Series in 
Law and Society)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Everyday Law on the Street: City Governance in an Age of Diversity (Chicago Series in Law and Society): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. this is a great read. Valverde has a wonderful voice and speaks ...By 
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CustomerIf you're interested in urban public spaces, this is a great read. Valverde has a wonderful voice and speaks 
with integrity on the subject.

Toronto prides itself on being the worlds most diverse city, and its officials seek to support this diversity through 
programs and policies designed to promote social inclusion. Yet this progressive vision of law often falls short in 
practice, limited by problems inherent in the political culture itself. In Everyday Law on the Street, Mariana Valverde 
brings to light the often unexpected ways that the development and implementation of policies shape everyday urban 
life.

A beautifully written and ingenious exploration of the day-to-day, on-the-ground enforcement of municipal 
regulationsand, hence, urban governancein Toronto. The topics are wide-ranging and include affordable housing and 
land use issues, the regulation of street-food vendors, and the taxi permit system, among others. It is an excellent 
empirical study of what law and society scholars call law in action and the various and often unpredictable ways such 
law veers from the ostensible intentions of those who write the law in the books. 


