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(Queen Mary Studies in International Law): 

The drive for harmonisation of environmental criminal standards at both the international and European level emerges 
from the increasing recognition of the scale and seriousness of environmental crime, the need to strengthen 
mechanisms of police and judicial interstate cooperation to combat cross-border crime, and the objective to ensure fair 
competition in a global economy and an integrated EU common market. The harmonisation of environmental criminal 
law requires a competent institutional framework able to convey the need for criminalisation of environmental harm 
while not overriding national aspirations to sovereignty in criminal matters. The book Environmental Criminal 
Liability and Enforcement in European and International Law assesses legal, theoretical and practical questions of 
harmonisation of national environmental criminal law and the mechanisms for cooperation by sovereign states under 
European and International Law, with a particular emphasis on legislative developments in the European Union, the 
Council of Europe and other international institutions, assessing the case for an extension of the jurisdiction of the 
International Criminal Court over international environmental crimes.


