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John Feather : A DICTIONARY OF BOOK HISTORY.  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised A DICTIONARY OF BOOK HISTORY.: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A excellent book to learn about Book History. Well Worth 
BuyingBy DrThis Dictionary was published in 1986. It is 278 pages longIt has been superseded by the "Oxford 
Companion to the Book " which is a much larger and more expensive work.This an excellent guide for someone 
starting out in building there knowledge in Book HistoryThe coverage is more limited but that is part of its strength. 
You get to learn the more basic information first that you can then build on in the Oxford CompanionJohn Feather is a 
well known book historian and was teaching at Loughborough University in its Library and Information studies 
section when he wrote this dictionaryThe details on the front flap cover the scope of the work wellThe dictionary 
covers"Bibliographical terminology, Bibliographers, bibliographies and bibliographic societiesThe history of printing, 
publishing, and book sellingThe physical history of the book, binding, typography,illustrations and paperBook 
collecting, book collectors, and libraries.The are some 650 articles, varying in length from a few lines to several pages, 
almost all with a note on further reading "You can sort out your printers or printers publishersWho was Aldus 
Mantutius ?Why was John Baskerville so famous?Who was Giambattista Bodoni etc etcOr for that matter what is 
Bibliography ? How did copyright develop.?What was the StationersCompany and why was it so powerful. What 
rights did the King's/Queen's printer enjoyWhat was the Latin stock and the English StockWhat were Congers etcLess 
heady material includes helpful articles on Children's Books, Illustrated Books and PrintingWhat was the Private Press 
Movement and who were some of its major practitionersOr you may get into early printing and want to know about " 
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Incunables" and "block books" and black letter type etcOne could give many examplesThe dictionary covers the major 
topics and offers a number of helpful definitionsThere is a lot of material on major players in all the various areas 
covered but there are many gaps. This dictionary doesn't aim for completeness in 650 articles. It aims to introduce you 
to the various topics you need to know about and give you sound foundations to build on. The is good cross references 
at the end of the article and a brief bibliographySome diagrams would have helped but overall this is an impressive 
achievementThis dictionary is not to heavy to curle up in bed with and read at night-- it is full of good thingsOnce you 
know a bit more consider buying the excellent "Oxford Companion to the Book "The Oxford Companion to the 
BookThis is a two volume work which is excellent-- see the many reviewsSummaryFeather's Dictionary of Book 
History covers a broad range of topics in 650 articles in 280. PagesIt is well written and well cross referencedI have 
certainly enjoyed dipping in and out of it as one topic leads to anotherIt has helped me clear up items I had not looked 
up before like congersIf you like book history this is a great book

First U.S. edition. An alphabetical listing of over 650 entries dealing with bibliographical terminology; the history of 
printing, publishing, and bookselling; binding, typography, illustration and other attributes dealing with the history of 
the book; book collecting and libraries. x, 278 pages. cloth, dust jacket.. 8vo..


